O EASTWARD

The newsletter of the
RAF Butterworth & Penang Association

Chairman: Tony Parrini Treasurer: Len Wood Secretary: Rowly Christopher
(Formed: 30" August 1996 at the Casuarina Hotel, Batu Ferringhi, Penang Island)

SUMMER
2011

The Association aims to establisrand maintain contact with personnel and their
dependants who served at Butterworth or Penang by means of annual reunions
the UK and the circulation of a membership list. The Association may also arrang
holidays in Malaysia from time to time.

Issue30



O EASTWARDS®

Associatian Officials

Chairman: Tony Parrini Treasurer: Len Wood
Hamethwaite 3 Fairfield Avenue
Rockcliffe Grimsby
Carlisle CAG6 4AA Lincs DN33 3DS
Tel: 01228674553 Tel: 01472327886
e-mail: tony@parrini.co.uk e-mail: len.wood@ntlworld.com
Secretary.  Rowly Christopher Newsletter Editor and Archivist:
7 Valingers Road Dave Croft
Kingbés Lynn West Lodge Cottage
Norfolk 3 Boynton, Bridlington
PE30 5HD East Yorkshire YO16 4XJ
Tel: 01553 774166 Tel: 01262677520
e-mail: r2tc@aol.com e-mail: dmcroft320@aol.com

Association Website
http://raf-butterworth-penang-association.co.uk
Webmaster - george.gault@ntlworld.com

Fou o e
PENANG FORCES FAVOURITE - THE “CITY LIGHTS” DANCE HALL



http://raf-butterworth-penang-association.8bit.co.uk/
mailto:george.gault@ntlworld.com

CHAI RMANOGS CORNER

| place on record my thanks for entrusting the RAF Butterworth and Penang
Association to me as Chinan for the 18 time in succession. It is a humbling but
delightful duty which I am most proud to perform alongside our hardworking and
enthusiastic committee. Being the smallest of the Far East Air Force Associations
makes life a little easier, butig the trademark of being a family of members that
really makes us unique. With this in mind, please keep the committee informed of
any major health problems you think we should know about.

For those unable to attend the reunion in early June, you missster well
organised and enjoyable event. My thanks goes to Len Wood for all his hard work
in negotiating such a good deal and to all those who helped make the event go with a good swing! It is
always good to see some new faces swelling the ranks atidgfinolleagues of yesteryear that they

havendt seen since they |l eft Malaysia many year
and in the opinion of the AGM, Bradford/Bingley is too far north; we have therefore sent out a search
partytolok f urt her south to see whatobés available at

Wood will find something in time for this Newsletter.

After a report of her visit to the Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital during her stay in Penang,
Nadine Wood encouged us alto support a raffle in aid of thefineedy cancer patient fuad

that provides various respite and pain relieving drugs for the poorer end of the commtnity.

was with great pleasure that | was able to forward a cheque from the Reunion Gr6800.

I am happy to take any further donati ons f
BPA) and 1011 arrange to forward any accumu
hospital. Anyone visiting Penang will, | know, be welcome to visit hospital by contacting

Keith Tan as per his letter below.

Greetings from Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital, Penang, Malaysia.

On behalf of the members of the board, 8isters of the Franciscan Missionaries of the
Divine Motherhood, the management and ttadf ©f our hospital, we sincerely thank you for
your generous contribution and support. The
fund. It has al ways been the aim of the hospi
the patients. Hower as a nofor-profit organization, this can only be realized mainly with

the help and financial support from the public and strong supporters like you.

This coming July 23 Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital will be having a fund raising congert
ASparfksBrwmadwayo benefiting the above ment.
programme book for the night. All donors to the fund (rm500 and above) will be mentioned in
the book. With your kind permission, we would like to seek your approval to list tleeR#sm
Butterworth and Penang AssociatiqiNote: | have agreed to thisTP)

Once again, thank you for all the support.

God bless

Keith Tan

Community Relations, Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital, Penang.

Tel: 048907044 ext 236. Direct: 08932236

The AGM alsocagreed to increase the Annual Subs to £12 per address pdrogang ahead,

the AGM supported the idea that thé"4nniversary of the final lowering of the RAF Ensign

and the closure of HQ FEAF should be marked with a gathering at the National lslemori
Arboretum on Saturday SOctober at 3pm. Some members have already bdotates are

£6-00 per head to cover costs and provide tea and biscuits afterwards. If you would like to
attend, please would you respond to the earlmiading and letters s& out after the Reunion

bymdSept ember? I f you havendét received, or h;
chequetomeforE6 0 per head, payable to 6RAF BPAG,
pl ease dondét | eave it to the |l ast minute.

Anneaad | wi sh all members and readers the bes

Tony Painichairman, RAF BPA
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From the Editor
1 P Following the Dr Albert Albert McKern and Ralph Noel Man stories

f - from the Christmas 2010 issue of the newsletter the followinmié was

receive byAssociation membddr Napier Penlington:

g iFol |l owing the arrival of O6Eastward
% decided to look up the Air Force Lists in the cehtibrary for some

relevant dates

The results for R. N. McKerare as follows

Jan 1937 FIt Lt, SSVAF (Straits Settlements Volunteer Air Force)

April & July 1937  Flt Lt RAF Seletar 36 (TorpedBomber) Squadron

1941 Wg Cdrwef 1 Mar 1941 32049

1947 Wg Cdrwef 1 Oct 1946 32049

1955 Gp Captwef 1 Jan 1952 psa (Graduate of RAF Staff College
General

Duties Branch)

1957 Gp Captwef 1 Jan 1952 psa cfs(Qualified as instructor at Central
Flying School)

1958 Inindexbutcodndét find entry

1960 Not in Serving or retired index.

Further to the above he iglso on record as being posted to RAF Far East, Singapore on
4.10.37and posted, as Flying Officer, to No. 7 Flying Training School at Peterborough on
16.12.35.

AsNegpiercmt i nues O6CIl ear | y arétheesante Ipdrson,.the gaestidn askpd inC a p |
the rewsletter. The promotion from Flt Lt to Wgdr between presumably 1937 and 1941 must

be a record! An instance of being in the right place at the right time!!

To datewe have not been able to find an appoinitadist for his promotion to Sgodr. As

also mentioned in the Christmas 2010 newsletter Wg Cdr R. N. McKern was briefed to
navigate a 100 Squadron 6Qd6 Flight Bainguf or t
with SgnLdr Richard Markham (SSVAF) taking over 36 Squadron on the same date (ref:
Rosemary Fell, issue 28, page 16).

Beauforts at Seletar 1941.
Could the central figure be
Wing Commander R. N.
McKern?




Further research into Ralph NddcKern (32049)by Napier was continued over the bitterly
cold period we experienced last winter. Hetgba following summary of his findings:

1910 Born 29 November

1911 Sailed (at 9 months old) with parents and elder brother on a ship from
Southampton to New York, destination Newhaven, Conneticut; father on his
way to Yale)

1928 At Merchiston Castle $ool (Edinburgh)

1931 Granted short service commission as RAF Pilot Officer with effect from (and
with seniority) 28' June 1931

1932 Confirmed in rank 28 June. Promoted to Flying Officer 2®ecember

1933- 1935 No. 1 Fighter Squadron, Tangmere
1935- 1936 No. 7 Flying Training School, 23 Group, Peterborough

1936 Promoted RiLt 1% April

1936 SSVAF RAF Seletar

1937 36 (TorpedeBomber) Squadron, RAF Seletar

1938 Promoted Sqhdr 1% December

1940- 1941 Royal Singapore Golf Clufclubhousdaccanmodation] opened 1925)
1941 Promoted Wg Cdr (War substantive®Nlarch

1941 Commanding Officer, No. 36 (TB) Squadrbi2 Vildebeests
1944 Mentioned in Despatches

1946 From ' October, Wg Cdr (substantive rank)

1949 Royal Singapore Golf Club

1951 Commanding Officer, RAF Changi, 2 Bugust

1952 Promoted Group Captain?'January

1958 Retired31* March

At least we now have a date fos promotion to Squadron Leader.

In addition to Napiers meticulous research, R. N Mckern attended MerciCastle School
19231929 (with his brother). The school is/was a boarding school for bopedaty

children of expats). Both heand his brotherhaveremainedon t he o6 mi ssi ng?d
Merchiston Clubbut recently, through the RAFBPAthe scholiclub records havebeen

brought up to date.

Also, a Ralph Noel McKern, age 20, appears on the passenger list for the SS Catydafl&y

boarding the vessel aeRang, 1% October 1930. His address in the UK is given as: c/o Rev J
Harvey, 32 Royal Tear c e , Edi nbur gh. R. N. 6s occupation i
Napier added to his communication on the subj@dtere were also entries (London Gazette)

for Ronald Noel McKern (4232973) who must surely be hisGson?

At this point the story is taken up Bpny Parrini:6 R N M(AnK &vasrcommissioneas

an Acting Pilot Officer in the General Duties Branch at Cranwell of Jilne 1966. He was a
Cadet Pilot prior to this and would have completed at least 3 years (ad®)1&s a Cadet
Officer at CranwellHe would then have gone on to Flying Training School (FTS) for further
flying training, possibly Lintoron-Ouse, and was promoted to Pilot Officer o' Idine 1967

on completion of the FTS course.

His promotion to Flying Officer came or" dune 1968 ando Flight Lieutenant 1% June

1972. Prior to leaving the RAF on ®®December 197he transferred to
His reason for leaving theervice is unclear!

Many thanks to both Napier and Tony, also Laurie Bean, for their contribttiovisat started
out asAltfthreed® DMcKernd mysteryeé mu @dstmonths withe en u
much success!



Following theprevious information unearthed and sent in by Napier, the following (again from
Napier) arrived on the o6editorial desko:

fWhen | arrived at Butterworth in October 1895mess nights were spectacular affairs. There

were all the war medals worn by the older members (the war was only over 10 years before)
and there wasa profusion of DFG, AFCs, DFMs and AFBl (Sometimes one persdad

sever al of these) . There were also DSO0OO06s, I
everyone had the General Service Medal. It was a very colourful aBfairthe purpose of

writing this is that the Australians all had the two Korea medals (UK &iN), the RAF
obviousl y had nnietallirgatahistimebf doubl e

At SSQ there were 2 RAF MOO0s and the SMO wa s
very well and worked with every day so there was plenty of room for conversation. At
ButterworthNo. 2 ACS RAAF was commanded by W/C Ling who became a G/C when the RAF
left and he took over the station from G/C Baxter (RAF), although he presumably left soon
after when the runway became operational and a GD flying officer would take over?

No. 2 ACS retrned to Australia on 29July 1958, very shortly after | got a local release and

went to work in Singapore.

Note: Napier sent a brief history of the movements of No. 2 ACS from 1952 through to 1958.
This is now in the Associaticarchives.

He continuesiiSeletar opened in 1928 the year | was b@nd also of the foundation of the
Royal Singapore Flying Club). Kallang (the ¢
years before the war, and the transfer to Paya Ldlman Kallang took place in 195 which |

remember well as | got my PPL there aftdeft the Air Force. My namealong with not so

many others was on the board in the club holB®1958 much of the former Kallang Airport

had become a mass housing estate and my map of December rE@&y aharkOld Airport

Road, Old Kallang Airport Estatand Dakota Crescent, and Dakota Close, both the latter
named after a crash!

Another crash | recall, if you can call it that, is when a member of the RSFC was returning
home on the P&O ship Strathairand two fellow members took a Tiger Moth up to say
goodbye. One of them was a prison officer whom | knew quite well. Records show tHat on 24
June 1959, the ship rescued two crew of a Tiger Moth that had crashed into the sea off
Singapore. Apparently thbolt holding the wing of the aircraft snapped, the wing angle
dropped and the Tiger Moth made lavg graceful spiral into the seahere it floated for a
considerable time. This must have been a noteworthy spectacle for the passengers on the liner!
Our intrepid aviators were picked up by a boat from the Strathaird and returned home with the
pilot boat. History does not record how thexplained coming home wet without their aircraft,

and | suppose there must have been an enquiry into the incident?

Nothing b do with Butterworth but this also happened to me when | was called to a ship to
visit a patient and after a bit noticembme vibrations. On coming ugound the land was in

the distance and the crew very amused at my predicament with the next |lagidizlabout a

week away. Eventually one of the kinder souls explained | could return with the pilot, and in
fact did this several times afterwards. But the pilot boats were also working boats and not very
comfortable!

| see therfow Republicof) Singapore Rying Club is basedat Seletar. It would be interesting

to see whet her t hes)igsHILn ekisteacarstill with thenclu® Ihvell 5 0 6
remember a flight to Bayan Lepas to celebrate a big anniversary of the Penang Flying Club. |
wentup with my instructor, Hilton HEce, in a Chipmunk on™ May 1959. We had to land at
Malacca and Ipoh to refuel andn leaving Ipoh we were unable to see the ground. The
instructor had an instrument rating but | did wonder at the time what use that wasihvenen

were no instruments on the Chipmunk! In time a gap occurred in the cloud and a town could
be seen. oWhere is that?0 said Hilton. ATai pi
we pass owvadr 0l Hi épeat ed mgis thai?s wiee . ag &ion whep
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ATai pingo | sai d agai. |AWhmast am&klkagnisgitiie c e a
Lake GardensA minepedsdpause and | heard i Wt
ANoneo | r e pdwhiehcdcanmayhe respdnéiewhiat tabout a change
bit of quick thinking went on!

By the time we left the coast to reach Penang Island the clouds had lifted and | was relieved to
find the island just where it ought to be! A very enjoyable dinner ensued and we returned nex
day landing at KL and Malacaoa.

Referring back to his Butterworth days, Napier has another couple of stories for us:

fiAs mentioned previously the SMO was S/Ldr Jack Harrison, the other MO was F/Lt Dal
Longford who emigrated to Port Colbourne, i@gala bng ago. The dentist was National
Service, Neil Kerr, who disappeared from the directories ages ago and has, | believe,
emigrated. There were some Australian (nursing) sisters in SSQ, Margot Maloneyge cha
with Olive, Harriet and FayWoodvine, who | bedve, married an English officer. Sgt
Consadine was in charge of SSQ.

A story about the sisters was abdhbé time the CO, G.C Baxter came over for coffee. The
sisters had just arrived and | had to introduce them. At the vital moment | found | had
forgotten all their surnames. Somewhat Aplaussed | was waiting for inspation when the
Malay boy,Aziz, dropped the coffee tray outside the room. We shot out and by the time order
had been restored | had remembered them and everything went smoothly. AZimwveust
wondered why he got away with this so light)yof one was verygrateful 6

AThe DGMS designateras making a world tour before taking ovéte was scheduled to

arrive at Butterworth on the same day the AOC Malaya was holding an inspestidnva

asked if | would take the future Air Marshall Sir Francis Lee Potter to the E and O Hotel in
Penang. | agreed but was told there was a problem. There was no driver free and the station
only had eight stars to put on cars. The AOC needed three at theafrdrithree at the back
leavingonlytwofot he present AVM. These were put on
not | et him walk round the back of the caro
had done his inspection | drove him to Penapgrking the car with the back suitably
concealed. Of course this was during the emergar®n cars could not be parket public
streets!We had just come to a rest when an open military police vehicle pulled up close in
front of us. Inside were a UKr&y, RAF andRAAF sergeants, and a three chevron fé@n

the NZ Navywho happened to be in port. Four bulky MPs grabbed the rail at the top of their
transport, lifted their outside legs up in the air and planted them in unison on the ground. Very
impressie! Then all four looked ypsaw the stars, and without a word being said, lifted their

feet up again in unison, put them onboard and drovéidfih at was al éskettheat ab
AVM with whom | had by now established a rapport. Seeing no alkegnassked if | could
explain?Permission was gen, the explanation followethe AVM got out, looked at the back

and split himself laughing. Lucky he did or my career might have taken a difieremt. ©

Many thanks to Napier for his inmuto the newsletterall made over the very chill2010
Christmas period when e asorthankdoithe gtheecbntributoma s 06
writing for the newsletter, all members (and even-n@mbers) contributions are welcome

and every effort is made to include mién future issuesSo please put pen to paper amite

downyour experiences for all to enjoy!

Late news the 2012 Reunion/AGM of the RAFBPRas been booked 9@9" May. The
venue isthe Falcon Hotel, StratfordponAvon. Further details aretobefod i n t he 6 ¢
Pressd6 attachment for members who receive th



The OAstrab s There ha beeo somé specelai@n previous issues of the
newsletteoverthesoc al | ed O0sentry boxd 194 % bpdbetdv)ur e ac
originally submitted by Don BreretoBut | think | might have discovered the true identity of

the O0sentry boxd when RAFocmémia,rtalen at\Selatar ia theplatec t u r
193006s. Out si de t h ebodofficershowirg a sirhilaty to thensguctare | st
seeninour 1941 pictur@K it 6 s a bli tt Wiprok heu rd , ¢cidemaikdox v b o
office! What do members think?

0

RANDOLPH SCOTT
HARRIET HILLIARD

ASTRID ALLWYN

mvmcs_,.jﬁsai‘&?nuu CoiaT. ety |
f

P-.in a murder investigation at a New York casino.

Following an answer to Peter Munsone gar di ng t he &éButterworth©
East Kirkby, Peter replied (in part) with the followirf@j: remember thé&0 Sjuadronvisit to

the Butterworth NAAFI. In true Fighter Command stithey danced on the tables grldyed

dottlesd | seemto remember the Orderly Sergeant (a Pom) was sensible enough to let the
6troops6 slowly slope off to bed or more |
have the Chop Rimau Tiger sign from the NAAFI bar, looking for a suitable place ta.send

The favourite at the moment is 138 Valiant Squadron as they seem to specialise in alternative
memorabiliab



An interestinge-mail from a gentleman called Dave Merrett {8& Squadron, 1942) has been
received in response to the Christmas 2009 adiclee t  PTriasvaitsRHarsEask

AA few days ago | was browsing when | came across your web site and the above mentioned
newsletter solved a problem which has been unanswereddie than 40 years. For this |

owe a debt of gratitude to you and lk@uBean for thei nt ensel y i nfeer est.
Provost Trials Unit (Far East).

Flt Lt Peter Loveday, the pilot of XS221 and killed when it crashed, was a family friend since

the age of 9 years. His late father, Sid Loveday, was my best friend whesrevRAF Senior

N C G and subsequent to leaving the service.

Peter Loveday was a Cranwell cadet from 1839 He served on a Hunter squadron in Aden

and was at Chivenor when detailed for the Jet provost Trials Unit. | gave him driving tuition
when he waat Cranwell and | lived in Grantham.

Unt i | | read the article | only knew the bar
Now | know exactly what transpired and am very grateful to you.

| would like to take this opportunitip send best wishes §mu and members of the RAF
Butterworth and Penang Association and towislP s oci ati on conti nued

As editor of the newsletter it was an absol
pass the message on tottbalam McCrorie and L&rie Bean;Tam whose photographs
06spar ked of &ndLauridn Beanforehss eesearchhand writinthe story of the Far
East Jet Provost Trials Unit.
Copies of photographs of the headstone of FI
Cemeery in Penang, have been sent to Mr Merwlgo the fact that we have an accessible
website fo both members and nenembergs avaluableasset Thank you to all involvexihd
thankyou to Dave Merret for writing to the Association
1 At the time of writirg (January 2011) Bob Margolis has been

working on both the RAFBPA archives website* and RAFSA
website. For the archives website, Bob has been sent a copy of
the DVD of RAFBPA archive pictures originally put together
for the RAeS Far East collectio@n lo&king through the
pictures he recognised a car in front of the Air Traffic Control
building asthat belonging tohis father. He writesfiThe
Vauxhall with thed&ivvyo registration K2371was built in
1947, in the UK, and was shipped out to Butterworth,
probably by a plantation owner or amagerseeing it had a
Kedah registration. We bought it mid/late 1949 at
Butterworth and shipped it back to the UK in 1952 and ran it
until it expired! The figure in thedoorway of the Met room

_——— (over the bonnet of the Vauxhaltould be my father. He
appears to have the geg@hitf gleemelmad DdDubear duto

The photograph Bob refers to iIs from the ¢
Association by the family of the late Doan Gray. Hopefullywhen the archives @bsite is
|l aunched we wil|l get similar responsesdto pi

to the appropriate photograph/scene.

*George Gault has been 6in chargedé of nghe RA
a greatjob as well as helping the editoutwhen he has been &6stuckd
occasions. George will be continuing with tAssociationwebsite as beforeand no better

thanks can be expressed to George tharefer to the letter (abovejrom Mr Merrettthat
emphasises the value of the websiige futurearchives website, suggested at the 2010 AGM,

will bekeptseparaté o G e BRAFBRAWebsIte
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Thanks Syd
Don Brereton has written in to the newsletter about a friend from thefftestirted with the
Christmas edition ob E a s t.\Inahe de members section was a blast from the past in the
person of Syd Rogers, 1957 to be exact.
Syd was first an armourer and second a hobby photographer. | got in toucByaitthrough
his fellow armoter, Norman Harvey.
| knew Syd had taken photogragishe APD at Bidan while taking part in an exercigénen
asked he turned upumps with this amazing photaken in 1957. It was taken on the island of

|+ Rocket firing at Bidan N SongSong from  outside the
blockhouse where weene supposed
to shelter. The picture shows two
rockets exploding on
black canvas rocket targets. The two
targets tied to the Avames shown on
the right of the phec
yellow and black targets for cannon
fire.
The RAF pinnace witlinghy astern,
from RAF Glugor, was equipped with
radio and was the instrument for
communicating with the aircraft

L 4, using the range.

It is a great photograph but for me it is a scene | saw many timésaver thought | would
again. o

Also a follow-upf rom a o&éstoryd® i n t hletterGromm mesnbemiaevor n e ws
C o y The dorrespondences from Rob Lewis and newspaper
cutting by S/Ldr Jacobs have brought back some memories. |
arrived at Butterworth and 45/33 Squadron as a newly
gualified amourer at the time when the Hornets were being
scrapped, in fact just a few days after the tragic mid air
collision of two that had just taken off on their last flight to
Seletar. On my first full day | had an interview with S/Ldr
Jacobs and then helped thhange a set of guns, as far as | recall this was thg bme |
worked on a hornet kil did get to sit in the cockpit.
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