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The Association aims to establish and maintain contact with personnel and the
dependants who served at Butterworth or Penang by means of annual reunions
the UK and the circulation of a membership list. The Association may also arrangs

holidays in Malaysia from time to time.
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From the Chairman
@ It was a great pleasure to beald greet new faces and a couple of

guests to the Annual Reunion and AGM o #hd 11" June. You

will see photos and a resume of what occurred elsewhere in this

newsletter but | wish to expand on a few points.

NEXT YEAR®S REUNI ON MénNay 19A @rd

Tuesday 28" May 2014 | feel it is important that we maintain the

RAF Butterworth and Penang Association as an independent
associatiorfor as long as possible, certainly until 2015 and odt 20
Anniversary, and my 70Birthday!

Much Work goes on eh year on your behalf to ensure that our annual gathering is as
memorable as possible. So please reserve therd® 20" May 2014in your diaries for next

year 6s Reuni on and A Ghdicob datehig Stratferd-dn-Awoig. &Ve n  a't
already knowt he <cost i ncrease over this yeards <ch
prices were unchanged from last year!

THI'S YEAROGS -Riwdd N pa@dular pleasure to have as our Dinner Ghissyear

Mr Chris French, a member of the Guild of Aviah Artists, who presented us with a signed
and framed print of hi swhiphave raffled nagd rals8JuERSE or wo r |
service charitiesOur thanksgo to Chris for his kind gesture@ copyof the print appears on
page 26 Copies of theprint can be obtained via Hansen Fine Amt@/44 544 4671 or by-e

mail atinfo@hansenfineart.co.ulkChris alsospent a long time with various members looking

at photos and hearing stories in a quest to translate his findings into another work of art.

We received from Richard Harcourt 50 wreath centres for use with RBL wreaths at future
Remembranceeremonies. These are laminated, with adhesive backs sthélyatan cover

ot her e mbl e nsshis- ybih purchase @ &8ritigh legion-Cype wreath withat a

badge at your own expense and | will send you a RAFBPA centre free of charge. We hope this
will add an extra dimension to the various wreath laying opportunities and bring to public
attention the debt we owe to those who served in our corner of tfiafa

REMEMBRANCE PARADE, LONDON i Sunday 10" November | 6 m e x et i ng
offered places for members in the Cenotaph Parade on Sunlidyoi®@mber. If it is your
ambition to be in the parade, thenggadethase | ¢
four members who came forward at the AGM.

THE FEAF MEMORIAL 7 | am grateful to the Association for taking the lead and voting to
forward up to 20p annually frotme subscription okachpaid up menberto the FEAF Grove
Account to help towards ¢hupkeep of the FEAF Memorial at the National Memorial
Arboretum. | will now be able to ask for a similar gesture from our sister associations towards
building up a fund to ensure the Memorial outlives us all and remains in good condition for
many generatins to come.

RAFBPA ITEMS FOR SALE i Among items suggested by members for purchase are car
stickers and metal lapel badges, possibly based on the wreath centre design (Shown on the
separate0 RAFBPA | t e Wes will lpeonvedsteating. this furtheiMeanwhile, the
Chairman holds a | arge stock of association
one, please send a cheque for £11, payable to the RARB&®Ading your name and address

and one will be sent to you. The design of theti@eiss 0 t 0 b eRAsFeBePrA o nt etmse

poster mentioned above. Tony Rani



From the Editor

i&* The recent 2013 Reunion and AGM was a great success with everyone
P seeminglyenjoying themselves. Special thanks go to Bob Margolis who

# 6prowl edd wimbryst mémberscoagat sama super pictures

4 of the occasion. This was the easy bit as he then set about preparing

#® them for both versions of the newsletter godd naturedlynakingany

§% changes thought necessary.can be quite demanding at times! Not

content with this following the reunion hdransported two boxes of

archive materials to the RAeS National Aerospace Libraty a

Farnborough on behalf of the Association

The reunion also provides the opportunity for members to meet and

exchange information argtories. Our table at theunion dinnemwas made up of David and

Pamela BloomfieldBut t er worth (19600s) , Les and Vi ol e

veteran of the immediate popsta s er a and Napier Penlington,

his guest, Fnacis Arnold, who was a schoolboy at Glugor in the immediatemareperiod.

Francis kindly cleared up one questiaoho t hat

crewed the ferries used to take theacuatedeuropean community to Sjapore in Decendy

1941. Answerthe survivors othe capital ship$iMS Repulse anérince of Wales (sunk 10

December 1941). In addition to the above Francis tolé hitle about the construction of the

gun emplacements on the island prior to hostilities alsd of his later service with the

Brigade of Gurkhas in Borneo during Confron:

have persuaded him to write something about the gun siiies aryleast.

Also at dinner Napier told of an outstanding doctor from tbeaRg General Hospittlathe

met on occasionsvhen inthe Far East. Hugh Alistair Reid OBE MWas a recognised

authority on snake poisoning; he founded the Penang Institute of Snake and Venom Research,

becoming the first Honorary Director in 1961. In 49& left Malaysia and joined the staff at

the Livermol School of Tropical Medicinéurthering hs work relating to snake venoand

antivenoms.

The talk at the table also included mention of a forthcoming sabiestthe Emergency taken

from copies oReveille newspaper articl¢s957) written by Dennis Holman anekstby Don

Brereton.The name of the anthropologigtat Noone, missing in the depths of Malaya since

1942 wasalsomentioned and in this context Napier recalled a piece from the Mooke

the Uluwhere a search party (Force 136, 1943) went to search for him. A signal from the

search party reached Colombo which reeHAVE CONT ACT EDwhiglo bad been

wrongly decipher ed Hawe CcCONDATED Hieswrnwaoha d A

missng ant hropologist is to be included in OE

the circumstances surrounding his death taee subject ofNoone of the Uluby Dennis

Holman andhe involvement of one Busu Jamin in the war time murder of hinoynf®llows

book The Jungle Beat; Fighting Terrorists in Malaya 195261.

Following the reunion | received my ovcopy of the out of print boaKkoone of the Uluand

found a mention of onAnker Rentse a prewar planterand friend of Pat Nooneho as a

member of Force 136ad searcheébr him in 1943. This sounds very much like the Anker

Rentse who, as BanishCivil Affairs Officer, died in the RAF Dakota (KN630) crash of 25

August 195Q ref: Issue 33, Summer 2012 apdge 18 of this issue.

For theAGM the neeting room was connected, via Skyfzel.aurie Bear(in Penangpiving

Laurie the opportunity to be a part of the meeting but also for members to communicate

directly to him, and vice versa. Thanks are given to those members who made this event

possible and | would also like to thank Laurie for agreeing to proof read every issue of

0 Ea st before d gend it out to members. As | am altogether aware from my days in AP

publications, proof reading is only matched by watching paint dry so | apgreciata ur i e 6 s |

(and dedicationo the jol). Dave C roft




RAFBPA Reunion Song for 2013
By Tony Parrini

INPENANGO S F Al tRthe@unelof¥Cockles and Mussels

I n Penangds fair city,

The girls were so pretty

| first set my eyes on sweet Swai Mi.

With her long hair and ringlets

While we in our singlets

Cried AWhen can we see you,
Sweet Suziai Mi?0

Chorus: Oh Suzi Lai Mi,
Oh Suzi Lai Mi
Oh when will | see my sweet Suzi Lai Mi
Chorus:
On Fridays quite merry,
Wetook the brown ferry
To se€for ourselves, sweet Suzi Lai Mi
As she flashed a tanned ankle,
The troops used to rankle
Crying fiwhen can we see you,
Sweet Suziai Mi?0
Chorus:
As she got in position,
Therewas great competition
To grab the first dance with sweet Suzi Mi.
But most were the losers,
So we went to the boozers
Crying AWhen can we
Sweet Suzi.ai Mi? 0
Chorus:

At long last a posting,
We dl start boasting
Of our encounters with sweet Sukzai Mi.
But now the faint memories,
Are heard on the sea breeze
Crying AWhen can we see you
Sweet Suzi,ai Mi? 0
Chorus:

DANCE
TICKET
BOOK



New Member(s)
Peter Alan 6Dinkyd Toy, 40 %ewerdh 19533985 Cl er k Ac

Members (and nonrmembers) correspondence

Prior to O0signing ono6 RetrTaysentthmlodowingdetteiMyh e As
sonin-law recently drew my attention to details of the RAF Butterworth Association and
printed me at a copy of the Easter 2011 newsletter in which you are named as Secretary
(RowlyChristopher, Hon Sec at the time).

Since | served a tour at the station in 19831 am interested in the matter and am keen to
obtain more information etc. For the recordwas 4090781 SAC Peter Alan Toy and was
known as ODinkyd to most. | was reputed to
with the civilian staff on the base.

The C.O. at the time was Wing Commander Wilson andvas SquadronLeader Potter. M

boss was Flight Lieutenant L. Eeak and then Flt Lt Woods. The SWO was Warrant Officer
Parris.

I can recall many details of things | was
various other activities, and once a stopover by Ava Gardner wdogstellation aircraft was
diverted overnight to Butterworth.

I feel I could relate a great many details
that time. Since | am nearly 80 years of age it would be nice to know (that) they can be on
record.

The Association extendsvearmwelcome to Peter anfihe writes his RAF memaoirs they will

find a place in the archives.

To Penang vialndia and Burma by Dennis Pateman(194546)
A number of years ago, whdnwvas newly appointed as archivist/newsletteliter, member

Dennis Patemans e n t in a handwritten copy of his 0y
languished in the archives over the years argdtitne it was given an airing, so here is the Far

East experiences as provided by23539 LAC DennisE. T.
PatemanLike many other servicemen | volunteered for the R
on my 18 birthday and was accepted but deferred ur

February 642. Refused for a es at
blast damage to the ears and instead trained for airframes
Blackpool and did well | was offered an instructors job anc
making up to sergeant but t D) I h

stuck at BlackpoolPosted for a short time on RSU and thi
packed off to India on the Chriaain Huyens Troopship, E deck
below thewaterline. L e f t Gr e e n 0 ¢ kand Fsailédr ;
straight into a force 12 for three days. The battleshipMS . &
Malaya(right) alongside us had seas coming over the secondﬁﬁw :
turret. This was the largest convoy of the war and it travelled
for five days, prt of the convoy then going on to America and =
turned to reinforce the North Africa landings. Another section went tdaMeld after North

Africa, we then went to Freetown for supplies. The engines failed off Freetown 24 hours out;
the temperature was04 xF on the mess deck with condensation running down the side. After
three days we eventually caught up with the convoy. Ran out of water south of Ascension but
we were given beer from the stores instead!

Made it to Durban andhenonto Bombay and Worlien thetroopshipStrathmore.

| was posted to the training airfield at Poona, on Harvards being there for nearly 12 months
and could not get away until | obtained a Fitter Il A course, which | passed again as LAC.
Weeks were spent in transit camps algaving Quetta, first Calcutta, therearto Bangalor
followed byfourteen dag leave with cousins in AdyaVadras.It was during the great famine
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where 3,000,000 died; my cousin was Commissioner for Civil Supplies, Madras State, so |
di dnot s eira. Bawki to the tamsit damp and was so fed up that | volunteered for
escort duty on a single rail track bound for Lahore. The journey should have taken ten days; it
took nearly four weeks, we were shunted into sidings foridagst used to Indian cures.

There was hell to play when | got back to camp, |
went on the eastern route to Lahore and cdraek

via the western route, and the meantime my pals

had all left for Calcuttal followed them, got there

and found they had left, so another spelitriansit
before being posted to Cox
stayed there a few weeks then on down the Arakan to
the forward airstrip at Ratnap working on

= ThunderboltgLeft). The site was a padi field grass

' EFLS N : . strip, with two man tents at the edge of the jungle
andtemperatures of 100 to 1261 and English spanners for American planes!

After two months a supply plane came in with a four month old newspaper, miners threaten to
go on strike! Also the pilot came with the newat thy pals had run into the Japs at Imphal

and all were murderels b hat was why | didnét follow ther
As the monsoons threatened, the squadron left and a DC3 later came for us as the rains
started. We took off with water on the Or ul

between trees at thend of the strip. Fortunately the ground fell away a little and we just
brushed the second lot of trees. The pilot came back looking green and swearing we were half
a ton overweightWe landecdht Akyab with a Heof a bump on the felt runway!

Akyabwaswer e we serviced DC30s on army supply
the cloud base was often down to ground level, resulting in the loss of several planes.

Then the big bombHoorah!

We then to be bound for Penang as an invasion forward partynstéad were flown to
Mingaladon to find new tents, and plenty of th&¥e also watched all the brass hats sign up

from the edge of the runway! Following that we boarded a small troopship at Rangoon and |
spent the next ten days sick as a dog in my hammatkhing rats as big as cats running

along the pipes above my head.

| arrived at GeorgetowrfPenang) having lost a stone in weight and as weak as a kitten. But
brick buildings! Electric lights! What luxury. Well it was until the Japanese diesel generato

got so hot it picked up its sump oil through the breather and disintegrated, along with part of
the building. We started to get organised at the airfield but halfway through the morning went

on alerti Chinese Communists! What a life.

| was servicinganp | anes that came i n, but mostly DC3¢
at the beginning; I still have difficulties
of planes not seen before. Almost as bad as at Ratnap when they arrived with Mdtlyer

two packing cases and told me to put it together. No anhedral or dihedral bbasdsl

tightened the wires and stays to where | thought they should be and told the pilot to give it a
run along the strip to see what happens. Typical TAF, he tdplweint by me with hands off

the controls slapping the sides of the cockp
After the POW6s had all gone it was easy goi
the locals having got to know them, and spent some time sailingritfiting a bit of a keel

and some tentage for a sail. They (locals) used to go fishing in it when | did not want it and
also joined them on occasiong almost never came back when caught by a sharp storm at the

fish traps of Leper Island. That involvptenty of baling out and paddling!

| got an early release under Class B in early Janyul946, flew to Singapore amdme home

on the SS Andes breaking the record to Southampton in 22 days, athik@egyears away

almost to the day. | gave the boat avtayishermen with a chitty to confirm it was a gift on my
leaving.
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Thebook 194 Squadron Royal Air Forée6 The Fr i endl y Fi yYbmBlightf Bur ma
Lieutenant Douglas Williamgstill available)is an excellentreadtelling of the role of this

squairon during the Burma Campaign. No. 194 Squadron reforfiélruary 1953 at RAF
Sembewang, Singapore and later merged with 155 Squadron to become 110 Supssetiin

RAF Kuala Lumpur.
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AAC Auster WZ706

0 Ea st has inaduded a number ofss=—a
piecesrelating toWZ706 in previous
issues where@n one occasion a cop:
of David Shepherd spainting was W)
used as the coverpicture (Issue 25,
Christmas 2009) andn anotherwas
t he ofsateeovedy from Thailand
where a force landing was effected di
to loss of oil pressure (Issue 3( -
Summer 2011)Now there is more news about WZ706 and a request from the owner of the
aircraft, Peter Gill: Cad | please introduce myselfly name is &er Gill, a member of 656
Squadron Associatioand | amthe proud owneof Auster AOP9 WZ706. As you know she is a
very historic aircraft having a long service history and also being rescued from Thailand and
of course being painted by David Shepmhéhe world renowned artist.

The aircraft is in the final weeks of a four yeastoration project, the wings will go on within

ten days(e-mail & telephone calldated21 May) and thenthe coupling of control runs,
electrical wiring and more importantly the fuel pipes, dhdn she will have hdirst engine

run in over forty yearsShortly after that the first air tests will take place.

The restoration is also to show the finish the aircraft would have shown when on active service
with the FEAF and Commonwealth Division. Also | am fortunate in that | have all the Forms
700 so Assoation members are able to view the writings of their more youthful days!

| am writing to your Association to ask if it is possible to put out a request for any WZ706
photos and stories that your members may have from their service times when they hdd worke
on, or flown in, the aircraft? | am also looking for any genuine service equipment that may
have been used by those working on the aircraft, such as flying helmets, tin helmets, signal
flares (used), signal pistol, emergency equipment, signal maikesks that were issued for
tropical desert and jungle survival, first aid boxes and .303 ammo boxes. The list goes on, but
anything your members might think would be of interest to display under the aircraft when
shown at air shows around the country wouddrbuch appreciated; any donated items would

be coming to a great home. 656 Squadron AAC are constructing a history board for use at
forthcoming air shows and with any donated equipment would make for a better panorama.
Should anyone wish to contact me, rever a chat, | am on telephone: 01663 733496 or
07779080946, alternatively onnaail: peterjgill@hotmail.com

The Association has forwarded capy of a photograph of Aust&vZ706 taken when at
Butterworth 957 This photograph is from the collection of Butterworth aircraft photographs
donated by member Norman Harvayd are destined for the National AspaceLibrary at
Farnborough. Peter Gill has not seen this particular picture beforé aiibe usedon the

history display.

Doing the Rounds by Richard Harcourt(196567)

As often stated there are at | east two O0hi st
history and the history as given by the individual, which more often thanivest gn insight
into the organisation at levels not coveredbge of f i ci al versions. Ri

(
0During my time at Butterworth Base Radi o i
corporal) that got Theselwere stirgs ofiaiweek erinesame caseg twp 0 b ¢
weeks, at Bidan and Song Song ranges, month long stints at Gong Kedak and once monthly
trips to remote landing strips and airfields to replace the batteries and check out the ARC52
standby comms. radios. Seh i mes | coul d get it arranged a
Peril o; i f not, I had to take a Land Rover
carrying lead acid batteries!
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